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Ron DeWitte Remembered
To friends, fans and fellow musicians

Tom Giblin

To friends, fans,
and fellow musicians;
I thought it would be nice
to gather together for a day of
music and remembrance of

Ron DeWitte

on Sunday, March 11
at Parlor City from 3-7PM.

Everybody is invited to come
in and jam and share memories.

There will be a backline set on

stage, so just bring your axe.
Thanks, Gibby

The Central Iowa Blues Society announces THE IOWA BLUES HALL of
FAME CLASS of 2018 including Ardie Dean Strutzenberg, Jay Sieleman,
Scot Sutherland, Jeff Taylor and Vicki Price.

Save the date! The induction ceremony will be held on Sunday, April 8, 2018
at 5:00 pm at Noce’ 1326 Walnut Street, Des Moines, 1A. Tickets go on sale
Tuesday, January 16, 2018 at 10:00 am through Midwestix. Last year this was a
sold out event. More information coming soon at cibs.org.

MOUNT THEAT
EDAR RAPIDS, 1A

Blues in the Schools

March 23 ¢ 10am - Truman | March 29 ¢ 2:00pm - Cleveland

The Linn County Blues Society is a way
cool, non-profit organization dedicated
to the preservation of Blues music in
Eastern lowa as well as to provide
charitable contributions to other commu-
nity organizations. LCBS is an Affiliated
Organization in the Blues Foundation’s
international network. The BLUESPAPER
is a monthly publication of the LCBS.
Website: Icbs.org

LCBS Officers
President - David Antin
Vice President - Ric Holmquest
Secretary - Jeff Craft
Treasurer - Bill Graham

Social Media - Phil Smith

Directors at Large
Bob DeForest, Steve Miller

Committee Chairs
Education: John ‘Big Mo’ Heim
Entertainment - Greg West
Membership - John Lane
Merchandise - open

The Bluespaper & LCBS folks
Bluespaper Editor - Evan Vulich
Director of Development - Mark Rowell
Web Administrator: Kerry Cutsforth
Photographers - see bylines

Staff Writers - see bylines

Distribution - Kevin Cutsforth

Membership

To learn more about the Linn County
Blues Society or to join, see the member-
ship form in this Bluespaper or the LCBS
website. Your membership includes;

¢ Discount admissions to many local

Blues activities.

¢ Monthly LCBS Bluespaper.

¢ Voting rights in the LCBS elections.

¢ Being a part of the groove!

Bluespaper Contact information
Send news, band or club live
entertainment schedules, advertising,
donuts, Oreos®, or Bailey’s® to:
Evan Vulich at: evulich@mchsi.com.

Bluespaper Ad Rates

$15.00 - Business card size - 2” x 3.5”
$35.00 - Quarter page ad - 3.5” x 4.75”
$60.00 - Half page ad - 4.75” x 7.25”
$75.00 - 2 colums (2/3) - 4.75” x 9.75”
$100.00 - Full page - 7.5” x 9.75””

Submission Requirements- All ads,
photos or scanned images, either color
or black/white, need to be 300ppi. Native
Adobe lllustrator, Photoshop, JPG, TIFF,
EPS, PDF, BMP accepted. Ads created
in MS Word may cause dimentia, severe
cramping or diarrhea. Deadline for sub-
missions is the 20th of the month.

Moving? Send your new address to;
LCBS, PO Box 2672, Cedar Rapids, IA
52406-2672 so you won’t miss a single
issue of your Bluespaper.
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Eric Gales. Craig Erickson Band.

Live at The Redstone Room, Davenport

he Redstone Room in Daven-
I port, lowa was the place to be
for guitar aficionados Friday,
January 26. The Craig Erickson Band,
with John Hall on bass and Rob Haskell
on drums, delivered a powerful six-song
set before The Eric Gales Band took the
stage. The Eric Gales Band consists of
Eric on guitar, Byron Carter on bass, his
wife LaDonna, on drums, and percus-
sion and Nick Hayes, on drums.

For a perfect start, Erickson kicked
the evening off with the wonderfully
funky “Space Rooster” from the Cosmic
Farm album. He delivered one my favor-
ites, “Mojo in Memphis” in powerhouse
fashion and broke out a groovy new
track, “Love Land” which rolled right
into a fantastic cover of Jimi Hendrix’s,
“Hey Baby”. Singer, Alicia Strong,
joined The Craig Erickson Band for
the final two songs, “Mercy” from
Sky Train Galaxy, and “Overtime”
off the Roadhouse Stomp album,
ending the set with a room full of
smiles and cheers.

Eric Gales was in top form as he
greeted a near-capacity crowd to a
couple of killer tracks, “Change in
Me (the Rebirth)” and a sweet cover
of Freddy King’s, “Boogie Man”
both off his brand new record, Mid-
dle of the Road”. I loved his searing
instrumental take on “Don’t Fear
the Reaper”. I immensely enjoyed
being  swept
away by the
rolling  blues
on “Swamp”.
That’s such a
terrific  song.
Gales brought
the  evening
to a close,
dishing out
an incredible
performance
with a “Voo-
doo Chile /
Back in Black”
medley. It was
wonderful. Alicia Strong, John Hall and Craig Erickson

Pick of the Month

61 Ghosts

Bluzpik Media Group 2017

...to the Edge

... to the Edge, the all-original six-track
EP from 61 Ghosts is a pure, raw joy to
listen to. 61 Ghosts is comprised of singer/
songwriter/guitarist, Joe Mazzari (Johnny
Thunders), drummer, Dixie Deadwood,
(Leo “Bud” Welch), and bassist, J.D. Sipe,
who is also known for his outstanding art-
work featuring portraits of rock and blues
musicians. Recorded at the Clarksdale
Soundstage in Clarksdale, Mississippi, To
the Edge embraces the rich history of the
Mississippi Hill Country Blues, while spin-
ning Mazzari’s sharp, hard-edged lyrics.

| love the opening track “Heartbeat”.
The rolling beat and scorching guitar riffs
pour freely like that of a Springsteen barn-
burner. Mazzari’s gravelly vocals definitely
sing from a place of experience. The song
wonderfully rolls right into “No One at Your
Door”, a caffeinated breakup song which
keeps the heart pounding with a relent-
less racing rhythm and punkabilly flair.
Mazzari’s poetic prowess portrays a world
of hurt in World Gone Crazy”. His guitar
mastery brightly shines as he takes the
listener another gloomy step deeper into
the abyss of desolation in the heart-felt
lament “If Tears Were Dirt”. Acoustically
performed, “Show Me Your Scars” is an
absolutely beautiful song about opening
up. It’s a true gem.

The songs of 61 Ghosts are quite excep-
tional. Mazzari has such a wonderful way
with words, and the proof is abundant on
this release. | am already looking forward
to the release of their first full-length al-
bum.

— by Phil Smith

She said “l want you daddy,
| want you by my side”
“And if you don’t want me,
gonna walk until | die”
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Blues World loses 2 More
Eddie Shaw and Sonny Payne

The Blues Foundation mourns the
passing of Eddie Shaw, who was in-
ducted into the Blues Hall of Fame in
2014. A Chicago blues saxophonist/
bandleader and multiple Blues Mu-
sic Awards winner, Shaw blew his
industrial-strength sax with the likes
of Howlin” Wolf, Muddy Waters, and
Magic Sam. We join the rest of the
blues world in sending condolences
to his family. May his spirit live on
through his wonderful music.

The Blues Foundation mourns the
passing of Sonny Payne, who was a
two-time Keeping the Blues Alive
Award recipient and was inducted into
the Blues Hall of Fame in 2010. He was
the host of the legendary “King Biscuit
Time” program on KFFA radio in Hel-
ena, Arkansas for over five decades.
We join the rest of the blues world in
sending condolences to his family.

The Linn County
Blues Society is a
non-profit organization
dedicated to the preserva-
tion, promotion and perpetua-
tion of Blues music in Eastern
lowa, as well as to provide
charitable contributions to oth-

er community organizations.
The LCBS is an affiliated
organization in
The Blues Foundation’s
international network.
The Bluespaper is a monthly
publication of the LCBS.

(The Blue Trio) Bob Dorr, Jeff Petersen & Doug Norton, from
The Blue Band, begin a residence at the new
Bryan’s On 4th restaurant, for Blues Night,
EVERY Thursday 7-10:00pm.
Bryan’s is located at 320 E. 4th St. in Waterloo.

Helping people
make great music
and pursue their
dreams for over
43 years.

vitar
Cenler

The Musician’s Choice

4651 1st Ave SE
Cedar Rapids, 1A
52402
319.378.1720
guitarcenter.com

KIM KLEIN
Office Manager

RAUSCH

PRODUCTIONS, INC.

WIRED PRODUCTION GROUP

319.294.9410
319.350.3046

16thAvenue

2037 North Towne Lane NE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52402

E.“LGraphics

signs e banners o logyos
vinyl lettering o books
prinfed media e more!

van vulich
19.389.3706
vulich@mchsi.com

The Shack Tavern
Jeff Craft & Bryce Janey
Every Sunday 3-6PM
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Tim & The Trutones debut in Marion
The Famous Mockingbird still stands after show!

The editor

Astorm
swept
through Mar-
ion on Satur-
day, February
3 at precisely
8PM and lasted
until midnight.
The aftermath
focused on
only one loca-
tion;  Dennis
Mabhoney’s,
The  Famous
Mockingbird.
This  group’s
performance
was more like a
screaming locomotive. Tim & The Trutones
was that storm that kept laying the music
down to the end to a relatively small but very
reverend blues crowd.

Tim and The Trutones (TNT) as I like
to call them, a blues/rock power trio, came
roaring down from Waterloo that lit up The
Famous Mockingbird with the relentless and
driving guitar of Tim Wagoner and band-
mates, Paul Ferguson on bass and Corey
Clark on drums. Three of them is enough in
this group. Anyone else on stage would have
been simply run over by the sheer force of
these players.

Along with their fine originals, the band
masterfully covered anything from Dylan,
Clapton’s Pretending, SRV’s Tin Pan Alley,
Z7Z Top to Delbert McClinton, J.J. Cale. They
gave us enough of the signature of the song,
of course, and then added thier own spice and
off it went! Joe Cocker’s, When The Night
Comes, was simply amazing the way the Tru-

tones handled this killer song. Don Henley’s,
Dirty Laundry, was an unexpected curveball
the band threw at us. Way cool!

They gained more energy as the night rolled
on. Though the crowd began to thin as the
midnight hour approached, the band’s energy
never wained. Regretfully, I had to leave be-
fore the end of the night so I could get the guy I
came with back to the halfway house.

Speaking of halfway houses, It was good to
see P.J. Harrington from Checker’s Tavern and
Asian Massage, who was there in the crowd
that night. Maybe he was out on work-release.

2 i
From L to R; The Antins, Paul Ferguson, Corey Clark, Tim Wagoner and Dennis Mahoney

If you haven’t heard Tim & The Trutones
yet, I’d encourage you to go out of your way to
get a front row seat as soon as you can just to
hear the musical prowess of this powerhouse
trio out of Waterloo.

You’ll be hooked by TNT’s wide range of
great classic blues and rock. TNT is the real
deal and a band that will be making their
mark in the Cedar Rapids/ Marion area.

Check out the photos taken that night and a
blurb from an email I received from The Tru-
tones after their debut at The Famous Mock-
ingbird expressing their heart-felt apprecia-
tion for the night they had and for the crowd
that came to hear them;

Ljust can’t begin tell you how much it meant
to us to be so well received by you, David and
Dennis and all the rest of the folks that were
there. We're looking forward to a long and
strong relationship with the LCBS.

“We, Tim, Paul and Corey, had no idea
what to expect when we headed to Marion
last Saturday afternoon for our first perfor-
mance in the area. We had heard all good
things about The Famous Mockingbird, but
the weather was not great, we were new to
the local market and, you just never know.

The overwhelming positive feedback and
support that we got from the owner Dennis
Mahoney, from LCBS Bluespaper editor,
Evan (Vulich) and LCBS President, David
(Antin) and from the great blues fans that
showed up to see us, went beyond anything we
could have imagined. Our sincere apprecia-
tion and all who were in attendance for mak-
ing us feel right at home...kinda like we were
among old friends....that we just met!

Thanks again to each and every one of you.
We're very much looking forward to coming
to see you again soon.” @
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Local Music p
March 2018 Blues Calendar

) o

Sat. - The Village Market w/ Dan Johnson 11-2PM
Sun. - The Rumors Jam, 4-7PM
Sun. - Jeff Craft & Bryce Janey, Shack Tavern 3-6PM NEW!

Thur. 1 J.M. 0’Malley’s Kevin Burt w/ Dan Johnson, 8-12 = Sun. - Cooter’s. Jam w/ S“éj.e Williams. 4-7:30PM
Limestone Room B. Dorr & IA Blues All-Stars, Waterloo 7-10:00PM m Tues. - The Famous Parlor City Jam. 7-10PM
Parlor City Pub McMurrin & Johnson, 7-10PM Wed. - 5th Wednesday B. Dorr, Skeeter & DJ @ QDogs BBQ
Famous Mockingbird Jon Stickley Trio, 8PM Marion = Thur. - Bryan’s On 4th. Bob, Jeff & Doug, 7-10:00PM
Fri. 2 QDogs BBQ Rob Lumbard, 6-9Pm Marion Thur. - J.M.0’Malley’s, Tom T-Bone Giblin Jams, 8-midnight
Hy-Vee Market Summit Jazz Trio, 5:30-8:30PM  Mt. Vernon Rd. m Thur. - CR VFW, Wild Bill & Pony Express, 5-9PM NEW!
Sat. 3 Village Market Skeeter Louis & Dan Johnson, 11-2PM Thur. - Dennis “Dadddy-0" McMurrin at Parlor City 7-10PM
QDogs BBQ McMurrin & Johnson, 6-9PM Marion Fri. - Checkers Tavern & Asian Massage, LIVE MUSIC! 7PM
Sun. 4 Cooter’s Slide Williams hosts jam, 4-7:30PM
Tue. 6 Parlor City Pub Kevin Burt hosts jam, 7-10PM
Wed. 7 Paramount Theatre Jonny Lang *
QDogs BBQ Skeeter Louis Trio, 6-9PM Marion
Thur. 8 J.M. 0’Malley’s Charlie Morgan, 8-12 - - 4
Parlor City Pub McMurrin & Johnson, 7-10PM
Limestone Room B. Dorr & IA Blues All-Stars, Waterloo 7-10:00PM T I I E L O N G B RA N C H
QDogs BBQ Robert 1Man Johnson, 6-9Pm Marion
Fri.9 Riverside Casino The Robert Cray Band, 8PM Tickets online * HOTEL
Lincoln Wine Bar McMurrin & Johnson, 7-9PM Mt. Vernon
sat. 10 Village Market Doug Ducey & Dan Johnson, 11-2PM Llocal favorite for faml!y dining since 1968. Nightly we feat_ure
QDogs BBQ Craig Erickson, 6-9PM Marion * mid western USDA choice steaks, slow cooked & tender prime
Riverside Casino Trombone Shorty, 8PM Tickets online . : : P “fnlli
Famous Mockingbird Aaron Kamm & The One Drops, 9PM  Marion rib of beef (F,flday & Saturday. nights), aW?rd winning “falling
Wild Hogs The Agency Band, 3-7PM. ~ Walford off the bone” Bar-B-Q pork ribs, Gulf shrimp, blackened red
Mon.12 | George’s Buffet Kilowatt & The Monday Night All-Stars 8-11PM snapper, honey mustard chicken breast, king crab legs and
e 13 Parlor City Pub Tom Bruner hosts jam, 7-10PM many_other entre_es, salads and pastas to choosg from. Most
meals include a trip to our deluxe salad bar, a choice of potato,
Wed. 14 QDogs BBQ Bryce Janey, 6-9PM  Marion and fresh baked bread
Thur. 15 Limestone Room B. Dorr & IA Blues All-Stars, Waterloo 7-10:00PM
Parlor City Pub McMurrin & Johnson, 7-10PM
J.M. 0’Malley’s Matt Panek, 8-12 |
Fri. 16 The Sanctuary Pub McMurrin & Johnson, 8-10PM  lowa City The LCBS meets on the 1st Monday of each month!
. . See you at the Longbranch on March 5, 6:30PM
Sat. 17 Village Market-St.Pat |  Skeeter Louis & Dan Johnson, 11-2PM .
PP T ST R emm——p—p— for the LCBS general meeting. Guests are welcome!
un. efty’s Live Music insley Ellis, 6Pm Des Moines efty’s we . .
Cooter’s Slide Williams hosts jam, 4-7:30PM 90 Twixt Town Rd., Cedar Rapids ® 377-6386.
Unity Center, CR Mike Maas, Carlis Faurot. 10-11AM
Tue. 20 Parlor City Pub Brook Hoover hosts jam, 7-10PM -
Wed. 21 QDogs BBQ Skeeter Louis Trio, 6-9PM  Marion A \_Iery special THANK YOU to the_se |
Thur. 22 J.M. 0’Malley’s Bryce Janey w/ Dan Johnson, 8-12 businesses who Keep the Blues Alive!
Limestone Room B. Dorr & IA Blues All-Stars, Waterloo 7-10:00PM g q .
Parlor City Pub McMurrin & Johnson, 7-10PM * Chappy’s Safari * Dr. Ronald W. Miller
QDogs BBQ Robert 1 Man Johnson, 6-9Pm Marion + The Longbranch * Ron Schantz Const.
Fri. 23 QDogs BBQ Craig Erickson, 6-9PM Marion + KCCK 88.3 » Susan Novak
Famous Mockingbird Treesreach, 7PM  Marion o ViIIage Meat Market
Sat. 24 Village Market Nate Hines & Dan Johnson, 11-2PM - J.M. O’Ma||ey’s Corporate Sponsors
Waubeek 1 Man Johnson w/ McMurrin & Johnson, 8-11PM . . .
QDogs BBQ Mike Maas & Carlis Faurot, 6-9PM Marion Dudley Bros. Const. Sports Clips
Sun. 25 Cooter’s Slide Williams hosts jam, 4-7:30PM * Checkers Tavern . ’ Q_DOQS BBQ A
Village Market Skeeter Louis & Dan Johnson Duo, Noon-2PM * Home Town Restyling * Wired Production Group
Indian Creek Jazz M. Maas, C.Faurot, D. Redmond, J. 0’Connell 8-10AM - Tomaso’s Pizza DBA 16th Avenue Music
Tue. 27 Parlor City Pub Bob Dorr & Jeff Petersen host jam, 7-10PM
Wed. 28 | QDogs BBQ Bryce Janey. 6-9PM Marion 4 N
Thur. 29 J.M. O’Malley’s Craig Erickson, 8-12
Limestone Room B. Dorr & IA Blues All-Stars, Waterloo 7-10:00PM LOOk for the LCBS
Parlor City Pub McMurrin & Johnson, 7-10PM on FacebOOk & TWiﬂer'
Fri. 30 Famous Mockingbird Jordan Bruce & The Dereiectrics, 9PM Marion ¢
The Sanctuary, I.C. Mike Maas, Carlis Faurot, John 0’Connell, 8-10PM = - e
Sat. 31 Village Market Jason Christiansen, 11-2PM . I Tt = g T ! -
Famous Mockingbird Harp Twins, 8PM Marion E N v ]
QDogs BBQ Doug Ducey & Dan Johnson Duo, 6-9PM Marion == e T ) . =
Parlor City Pub Soul Sacrifice, 8-11PM \_ J
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2018 18th Annual Chili Challenge recap,_

Again, breaks its own record!

q Overall Club Winner:
@ ik Linn County Blues Society!

Steve Springer

Yet another very successful Chili Challenge with the LCBS taking the Overall ollowing is the list of winners, but un-
Club Winner and earning the highest percent of the net for the Henry Davison  derstand, everyone in this event is a win-
Youth Center. This year the total proceeds were over $12,000 with $6,000 going  ner—there are no losers..
to the Youth Center and $5,800 going to the Community Free Health Clinic. A Best Beef Chili: Stacy Wellington, “Lunch
huge thanks to the LCBS veteran contestants. Bob Dorr did his usual outstand- Ladys Special Chili for Wimps”. ‘Z‘Ed: Kélb\l/}h
ing job as MC. Dan ‘DJ’ Johnson was back as a judge and a BIG welcome to the glr:ﬁt & Lou Ann Anderson’s “Lego My
judging group’s newest member, Kevin Burt. DJ, Bob and Kevin entertained the Best Non-Beef Chili: HD Youth Cen-
crowd with an acoustic set after the judging was complete which all enjoyed. All  ter’s “Grecian Gyro Chili”, 2nd: Rich Lyle’s

in all, the LCBS was well represented and a good time was had by all. “Pulled My Best Pork }?;'maA My B:ttdChili”;
A special thanks from the Henry Davison Youth Center for the continued sup- ., Best Vege.ta.‘,r,lan Chili: Amy Anderson’s
Hippie Chili”, 2nd: Halane Cummings
port from the LCBS. “Vegan Virgin Sacrifice”.

Most Spicy Chili: Ramsey’s Wine Bistro,
2nd: Allene Pease & Robin Level’s- “Chili
Nelson”.

Most Unusual/Creative Chili: Ruby An-
drews & Kim Galloway’s “Smoky Masa
Chili”. 2nd: LCBS president, David An-
tin & Matt Heck “Garden and Gobbler”.

Best Presentation: Keith Wright & Lou
Ann Anderson’s “Lego My Chili”, 2nd: San-
dy & Steve Robe “Da Lime in de Coconut
Chili”.

Professional: Judges Best Overall Chili:
Ramsey’s Wine Bistro. 2nd: QDogs BBQ
Company.

Professional: People’s Choice & Most Pop-
ular Chili: QDogs, 2nd: Ramsey’s.

Overall People’s Choice: HD Youth Cen-
ter’s “Grecian Gyro Chili”.

LCBS: Most Popular Chili: HD Youth
Center’s “Grecian Gyro Chili”, 2nd: Rich
Lyle’s “Pulled My Best Pork Outta My Butt
Chili”.

ITPHC Most Popular Chili: Sandy & Steve

2018 Internatlonal Blues Competition winner, Kevin BF Burt on Dobro, Robe’s “Da Lime in de Coconut Chili”.
jams at the 18th Annual Chili Challenge held at the Marriott with lowa Blues 2nd:Community Health Free Clinic “Com-

munity Chili”.
Hall of Famers, Dan DJ Johnson and Bob Dorr of the Blue Band.
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< Linn County Blues Society Membership Application |
Name (Please Print) Phone / |
| Street City/State/ZIP |
| Email (Please Print Clearly)
| Annual Membership Levels |
$20 Member ) ) ) |
| $100 Blues Booster/ Corporate Sponsor Please mail form & check to: Linn County Blues Society,
$250 Blues Contributor P.O. Box 2672, Cedar Rapids, IA  52406-2672. |
| $500 Friend of the Blues We at the LCBS thank you for pledging your support for
| $1000 Sustaining Member LIVE music in the Linn County area. |
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Linn County Blues Society
PO Box 2672

Cedar Rapids, IA

_ 52406-2672

scan for LCBS web info

r.____ —
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ol Dennis Gruenling

Friday Blues-

¢ 6-10 PM - The Big Mo Blues Show
¢ 10-11 PM - Backstage Blues

¢ 11 PM to midnight - KCCK Jams

¢ Midnight Blues CD

“Moss" muscular, electric energy combines jaw-dropping guitar, gruff, Saturday Blues -
soulful vocals and impassioned songwriting. Gruenling is a contemporary ¢ 6-10 PM - Da Blues with Bobby D
hiarmonica master...impressive, genuine and fresh-sounding” -LIVING BLUES * 10-11 PM - The Crawfish Circuit
i ¢ 11 PM -midnight - The Melting Pot
AVAILABLE AT ALLIGATOR.COM AND OTHER FINE RETAILERS « Midnight Blues CD
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