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In this February 2011  issue  —

The Publication of the Linn County Blues Society - lcbs.org

11th Annual

Chili Challenge!

J.M. O’Malley’s

is the hot-spot

on Thursday nights!
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This is a rockin’ Thursday night at J.M.O’Malley’s 
with Bryce Janey on guitar, John Wilson on drums, 
Gibby on keyboard and “Snicker” on bass.



The Linn County Blues Society is a way 
cool, non-profit organization dedicated 
to the preservation of Blues music in 
Eastern Iowa as well as to provide 
charitable contributions to other commu-
nity organizations. LCBS is an Affiliated 
Organization in the Blues Foundation’s 
international network. The BLUESPAPER 
is a monthly publication of the LCBS.

Website: lcbs.org

LCBS Officers
President - Frank Wilson
Vice President - Evan Vulich
Secretary - Stephanie West
Treasurer -  Sue Dergo

Directors at Large
Bob De Forest, Bill Meeks, Janet Evans

Chairs
Education: Gary Gibson
PR Chair: Open
Entertainment - Greg West
Membership - Kevin Cutsforth
Merchandise - David Andrews

The Bluespaper & LCBS folks
Editor - Evan Vulich 
Photographers - see bylines
Staff Writers - see bylines
Distribution - Andy Dergo, Bill Meeks
Parliamentarian - Bill Meeks
Program - Bob De Forest
Web Admin: Evan Vulich
 

  Membership
 To learn more about the Linn County      
Blues Society or to join, see the member-
ship form in this Bluespaper or the LCBS 
website. Your membership includes;

• Discount admissions to many local               
   Blues activities.
• Monthly LCBS Bluespaper.
• Voting rights in the LCBS elections.
• Being a part of the groove!

Bluespaper Contact information
Send news, band or club live entertain   

-ment listings or advertising to:
Evan Vulich at: evulich@mchsi.com.

Bluespaper Ad Rates
$15.00 - Business card size - 2” x 3.5”
$25.00 - Quarter page ad - 3.5” x 4.75”
$50.00 - Half page ad - 4.75” x 7.25”
$100.00 - Full page - 7.5” x 10” 

Submission Requirements- All ads, 
photos or scanned images, either color 
or black/white, need to be 300ppi. Native 
Adobe Illustrator, Photoshop, JPG, TIFF, 
EPS, PDF, BMP accepted. Ads created in 
Word may cause dimentia, severe cramp-
ing and diarrhea. Deadline for submis-
sions is the 19th of the month.

Moving? Send your new address to; 
LCBS, PO Box 2672, Cedar Rapids, IA 
52406-2672 so you won’t miss a single 
issue of your Bluespaper.
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Rev Rants Blues Blowout
2011 Chili Challenge February 19

Frank Wilson
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This month, on 
Sunday Feb-
ruary 27th, 

The Linn County Blues 
Society and the Isle 
of Iowa Parrot Head Club will once 
again co-sponsor the annual Chili 
Challenge, at the Cedar Rapids Mar-
riott. You’ll find an article about it in 
this issue of the Bluespaper.

The two clubs put on this event to 
generate funds for local charities.  The 
LCBS’ share of the proceeds will be 
donated to the H.D. Youth Center. 
This is always a fun event, and a good 
way to warm up with hot chili on a 
cold winter day.  We have a good-na-
tured rivalry with that other club to 
see who makes the best chili.

This is one way for LCBS to fulfill 
part of our charter, “to provide chari-
table contributions to other commu-
nity organizations.” We volunteer our 
time and our chili recipes, to gener-
ate funds for well deserving charities. 
We also provide blues cd’s and other 
memorabilia for the silent auction.

The H.D. Youth Center (hdyouth-
center.com) was founded in 1997 to 
provide a safe and supervised center 
where area youth could go, promote a 
positive attitude, academic progress, 
and a drug-free environment.  

Come on out the 27th and join in 
the fun. And remember to say hi to 
the Rev.

Saturday, February 19,
8 p.m. to midnight (doors open at 7PM)
Electric Park Ballroom Waterloo, Iowa

Join the Friends of KUNI/KHKE for an 
evening of blues and soul at the 2011 Blues 
Blowout, a benefit for Iowa Public Radio.

  
Headliner: Joe Louis Walker

Recently voted Most Outstanding Gui-
tarist by Living Blues critics, Joe Louis 
Walker belongs in the very select club of 
original blues greats who revolutionized 
the art of the electric guitar. In addition to 
releasing more than 20 albums, Walker has 
recorded or performed with stars such as 
Muddy Waters, B.B. King, Bonnie Raitt, 
Taj Mahal, Huey Lewis, Branford Marsalis 
and Ike Turner.

 
Special Guest:

BJ Allen and Blue Voodoo
Mix one part each spicy hot female lead 

vocal, bold bass lines, and steady groovin’ 
rhythm -  add scorchin’ guitar and a spar-
kling blues piano - season liberally with 
influences from oldies, rock, blues, coun-
try, and soul - shake well and spread across 
the stage and you’ve just cooked up some 
rockin’ blues by BJ Allen & Blue Voo-
doo!  Performing throughout the Midwest 
and releasing 4 independent CDs since 
2003, BJ and the boys serve up classic 
as well as original material. From fun to 
funky to soulful ballads, just one taste and 
you’ll be heading back for another heapin’ 
helping of blues from BJ Allen & Blue 
Voodoo!

Iowa’s Best Hi-Octane Classic Rock
Weddings • Parties • Festivals • Casinos • Wineries

www.looseneutral.com • 641-840-1756 
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Miracles & Demons
Eddie Turner

Northern Blues     July 13, 2010

Miracles and Demons, the third solo 
release from Eddie (Devilboy) Turner is a 
pure  unadulterated bluesy treat,  but it‘s 
not what one would call a traditional blues 
album.  Strong rhythmic beats, smoky vo-
cals, heady and psychedelic lyrics,  fan-
tastic guitar playing and a great backup 
band are all attributes which make this CD 
quite pleasurable.  Miracles and Demons 
starts off with “Booty Bumpin’”, a high 
energy blues rock selection and escorts 
the listener through the remainder of the 
thirteen track labyrinth of sound and emo-
tions. 

‘Say’, kick-started with a slow countrified 
slide guitar, evolves into a funky jam about 
the pain that goes along with a sudden 
breakup.  Turner sings, ‘Why don‘t you 
say?  Why don’t you say?  My tears are 
falling .. My tears are falling from the sky’.  
This is definitely a favorite.

Lightening up the mood a bit with “Mon-
key See, Monkey Do”, Turner shows off his 
fun side.  Then, just when one thinks they 
know the direction in which the musical 
vehicle they are riding is heading, Turner 
takes a hard left and pulls the listener into 
a jazzy nightclub for “In the Morning”.  
This is the perfect companion piece to 
Van Morrison’s “Moondance”.     

Title tracks “Miracles and Demons” and 
“Miracles and Demons (part 2) are the 
closure points of each half of the album.  
The former, clocking in at just a bit over 
two minutes, is the thinner half and is a bit 
more raw.  The later, more echoic, sports 
heavier guitar and more production effect.     

I have got so much enjoyment from lis-
tening to Miracles and Demons, Eddie 
Turner has now been added to my list of 
favorite artists. eddiedevilboy.com.

                                                
                                               — Phil Smith

Sunday, February 27
2011 B&B Chili Challenge!

by Steve Springer

The Isle of Iowa 
Parrot Head Club 
and the Linn 

County Blues Society will 
hold their Eleventh Annu-
al Blues ‘n’ Buffett Chili 
Challenge on February 
27, 2-5 PM at the Cedar 
Rapids Marriott Hotel on 
Collins Road. The Chili 
Challenge is a friendly 
competition between the 
two clubs to raise money 
for charity. Proceeds from 
the event will go to H.D. 
Youth Center and the 
Community Free Medical 
Clinic of Cedar Rapids. 
The Parrot Heads chose 
the Free Medical Clinic 
to help support costs for 
those who need medi-
cal assistance that is not 
affordable. LCBS chose 
H.D. Youth Center which 
provides a safe place to go 
as well as food to under-privileged youth. 
Last year, the event raised over $5,000 

for these two fine organizations. Over 
$35,000 has been raised and donated to 
local charities in the first 10 years of the 
event’s existence. You’re invited to attend 

to taste the various chilies and vote for 
your favorite. Additional vote tickets for 
the People’s Choice award will be available 
for 50 cents each. The club receiving the 
most votes will receive a plaque and their 
club’s charity will receive 51% of the pro-
ceeds from the event; the runner-up club 
49% of the proceeds for their charity. Chili 
Challenge contestants are members of the 
two clubs and each brings their own special 
chili and booth decorations to share. There 
will be up to 30 chilies for tasting. Advance 
tickets are available for $6 through Febru-
ary 28 by calling; Steve Springer at 395-
9516, or Keith Wright at 573-5153.  Tickets 
at the door are $7. Celebrity Judges will be 
on hand to taste and vote on the Best Chili. 
The club receiving a majority of judge’s 
votes for the Best Chili will receive a trav-
eling trophy and bragging rights for their 
club. A Silent Auction will again be fea-
tured at this year’s event. All monies raised 
from the auction will be included in the do-
nations to charities. Thanks in advance for 
your support
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 Pictured here Eric Douglas on drums, Tom “the Great 
One” Giblin on keyboards, Jeff Taylor on keyboard, Tim 
Razor on bass, The Daddy-O and Skeeter Lewis on sax.

Notice Gibby doing the Parlor City Shuffle!

 Pictured here  is Jeff Taylor on keyboard, Tim Razor on bass and the “Daddy-O” Den-
nis McMurrin on guitar, of course.

“Bebe Larue”, pictured above with 
husband, Tim Razor on bass, sings with 

the band at Parlor City.

Jeff Taylor and the local all-stars lay it down!
Parlor City Pub

Photos by Rev. Frank Wilson

Jeff teaches music in a middle school in south Boston. He 
teaches guitar and keyboards. He and the band director have over 
half the kids in the entire school enrolled in music education, so 
it must be one of the rockingest schools around.  He was back 
in Cedar Rapids over Christmas break, and might be back again 
next summer when school is out.
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Hey, armchair blues fans! There is no better time to join 
the LCBS than now! We could use your help now. We 
have positions open. Just fill out the application in this 
issue and send it in with your 20 bucks and we’ll see 

that you are a part of a really great organization! 
Help us keep the blues alive! Be a part of this fun 

groove!

The Mike & Rob Show
Cold night-hot music at Gilligan’s

photos by Rev. Frank Wilson

Pictured top left are Julie Thompson and Mike Williams. Top right, 
Julie Thompson. Bottom right; Rob Wallace. Bottom right; Mike & Rob.

The Mike and Rob show is usually Mike Williams 
and Rob Wallace. On this cold night at Gilli-
gan’s, Julie Thompson joined in as she does a 

couple times a month.
They played a few tunes totally unplugged, including a 

rendition of “Bad Angel” by Dierks Bentley, including a 
chorus of Julie’s friends.

Mike and Rob have been playing together steadily in 
the area for about seven years, and have known each other 
for over twenty years. They frequently play in Coralville, 
Brandon, Shellsburg and other area towns in addition to 
Cedar Rapids.

Mike is originally from Riverside, moving to Cedar 
Rapids about twenty five years ago to attend Kirkwood.  
He has also played in the area in the Vanguard Jazz Col-
lective and Electric Mule.  By the time you read this, Mike 
will have already played his 50th Birthday gig at Parlor 
City on January 25.

 Julie Thompson also plays in Bad Girl, No Biscuit.
You can find Mike and Rob’s calendar in the LCBS 

Bluespaper and in the weekly LCBS BluesBlast e-mail.

Don Kirshner — “the man 
with the golden ear,” as Time 
magazine famously described 
him — died Monday, January 10,    
of heart failure at the age of 76.

Mr. Kirshner was best known 
for hosting the television show 
“Don Kirshner’s Rock Concert” 

in the ’70s and early ’80s. He also managed the songwrit-
ing talent behind the hit television series “The Monkees” 
and “The Archie Show.” His first major success came in 
the late 1950s, when he became co-owner of Aldon Mu-
sic with Al Nevin; there he discovered the likes of Neil 
Sedaka, singer of “Breaking Up is Hard to Do.”

“This was not just a song guy, this was a man who cre-
ated the cornerstones of American pop music as we know 
it today,” singer Tony Orlando told the Associated Press. 
“Without Donny Kirshner, the music we know of today 
would not be the same. He was a game-changer.”

nj.com.

Don Kirshner
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For those over 50
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LCBS Members SAVE 10% off meals at
Leo’s Italian Restaurant!

29 South Frederick Avenue, Oelwein.
SAVE at - Tic Toc Restaurant

Buy one, get one ½ price 
on any regular breakfast entrée 

or sandwich!
SAVE at - Genghis Grill

10% off entire ticket ANYTIME!
SAVE at Hamilton Mortgage

$250 off closing costs (ask for Jessica)

Local Music Sat. - The Firehouse- Jam with various players 4-8PM
Sun. - Mahoney’s - Various artists-Never a Cover, 6pm
Sun.  - Parlor City Rocks New Bohemia District!
Tue.  - Gibby’s Lab Jam, Parlor City, 8-11PM
Thur. -J.M.O’Malley’s-T-Bone Giblin Jam FestEV

ER
Y

Mississippi Delta

This refers to the northwest region of Mississippi 
that lies between the Mississippi River and the Ya-
zoo River. This section of the South, heavily popu-
lated by black sharecroppers and tenant farmers 

in the early twentieth century, is commonly associ-
ated with the birth of the blues.

Local favorite for family dining since 1968. Nightly we feature 
Mid Western USDA choice steaks, slow cooked & tender prime 
rib of beef (Friday & Saturday nights), award winning “falling 
off the bone” barbeque pork ribs, Gulf shrimp, blackened Red 
Snapper, honey mustard chicken breast, King Crab legs and 
many other entrees, salads and pastas to choose from. Most 

meals include a trip to our deluxe salad bar, a choice of potato, 
and fresh baked bread. 

The LCBS now meets on the 1st Monday of each 
month. See you at the Longbranch on February 7, 

6:30PM for the LCBS general meeting. 
Guests are welcome!

90 Twixt Town Rd., Marion • 377-6386.

Tue. 1 Parlor City Gibby’s lab jam, 8-11PM

Wed. 2 Parlor City McMurrin & Johnson, 8-11PM

Thur. 3 J.M. O’Malley’s
Shuey’s

DDog & BBits, 9-1
Mike & Rob Show, 7-10PM

Fri. 4 The Hub
Checkers Tavern
City Beat
Muddy Waters
Ernie’s

The Blue Band, 6-9:30PM
Sun Dogs, 9PM
Mike & Rob Show, 8-12
John Resch & Detroit Blues, Bettendorf 9P
McMurrin & Johnson, 6-9PM

Sat. 5 Fire House
Odie’s, Ely
Rumors
Yacht Club, IC
Shuey’s

Skeeter Lewis jams with friends, 4-8PM
Mike & Rob Show, 8-12
Not A Clue jam, 4-8PM
Daddy-O McMurrin 10PM
Crystal City w/ Unknown Component

Tue. 8 Parlor City Daddy-O McMurrin, 8-11PM

Thur. 10 J.M. O’Malley’s
Checkers Tavern
Cooter’s , CR

Gibby Jams with friends, 9-1
Bryce Janey & Johnson, 7-10PM
Mike & Rob Show, 8-11PM

Fri. 11 Waterloo Center
Checkers Tavern
Leo’s Gen. Loun
Big Daddy’s
Chrome Horse

The Blue Band, fund raiser 7PM
MARU, 9PM
Bruce Bearinger, acoustic
McMurrin & Johnson, 7-10PM
Funk Daddies

Sat.12 Fire House
Cooter’s
Jerseys
Chrome Horse

Skeeter Lewis jams with friends, 4-8PM
Mike & Rob Show, 7-11PM
Bryce Janey Group w/ Dan Johnson, 9PM
Flock of Funk

Sun. 13 Mahoney’s
Parlor City Pub

John Wayne & The Pain, 6PM
Henhouse Prowlers

Tue. 15 Parlor City Gibby’s lab jam, 8-11PM

Wed. 16 Sammy’s, CR Mike & Rob Show, 8-12

Thur. 17 J.M. O’Malley’s
Prime Time, CR
Shuey’s

Gibby Jams with friends, 9-1
Mike & Rob Show, 8-11PM
Lady Lowe

Fri. 18 Checkers Tavern
Beaver Creek, CR

McMurrin & Johnson Band, 9P
Mike & Rob Show, 7-11PM

Sat. 19 Fire House
Moose Lodge, CR
Screaming Eagle
Shuey’s
Parlor City Pub

Skeeter Lewis jams with friends, 4-8PM
Mike & Rob Show, 4:30-6:30PM
Skeeter Lewis All Stars w/ Erickson 9:30PM
JC Project
EMC, 8:30-12:30

Sun. 20 Mahoney’s
Cooter’s, CR

McMurrin & Johnson (Funky Posse) 6-10PM
Mike & Rob Show, 5-8PM

Mon. 21 George’s, IC CannonSaul, Kilowatt & White Tornado 8PM

Tue. 22 Parlor City Gibby’s lab jam, 8-11PM

Thur. 24 J.M. O’Malley’s
Cooter’s, CR

Billy Janey & Dan Johnson, 9-1
Mike & Rob Show, 8-11PM

Fri. 25 Checkers Tavern
Leo’s Gen. Loun
Eagles Club

Twist & Shout, 9PM
Joe & Vicki Price, blues
McMurrin & Johnson, 8-11PM

Sat. 26 Fire House
The Red Frog
Shuey’s

Skeeter Lewis jams with friends, 4-8PM
McMurrin & Johnson, 7-10PM
Mike & Rob Show

Sun. 27 Mahoney’s
Parlor City Pub

Andy Frasco, 6PM
Danika Holmes

February Calendar
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 FREE SHOW LOUNGE ENTERTAINMENT . . . 
FRIDAY, MAR. 25                   5:00 PM  The Blues Grinder      9:30 PM  The Blues Band 

SATURDAY, MAR. 26       5:00 PM  Iowa Blues Artist     9:30 PM  Chicago Blues Bros. 

SUNDAY, MAR. 27             1:00 PM  Duke Tomatoe 

3184 Hwy 22 ( just 12 miles south of Iowa City) 
Riverside, IA                      877-677-3456 

www.riversidecasinoandresort.com 
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Friday Blues-
• 6-10 PM - Da Friday Blues
• 10-11 PM - Backstage Blues
• 11 PM to midnight - KCCK Jams
• Midnight Blues CD
Saturday Blues -
• 6-10 PM - Da Blues with Bobby D
• 10-11 PM - The Crawfish Circuit
• 11 PM -midnight - The Melting Pot
•  Midnight Blues CD
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Linn County Blues Society
PO Box 2672
Cedar Rapids, IA
52406-2672

scan  for LCBS w
eb info


